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POLITICAL PROBLEMS | 
AND PROSPECTS IN 
COMMUNIST CHINA 


THE PROBLEM 


To analyze Communist China's most significant political problems 
andl to estimate its political character aver the next few yuars. 


CONCLUSIONS 


A. The dees, nnowiy dnt men wh mle Cn 
pained suppart Chinese peop ewiftl unifying a 
countzy in chaos. But their adventurist "Great Leap Forward” prov 
gram felled disastrously, substantially reducing popular faith in the 
sacership and ee = Despite their fall. 
anes, the dwindling group of elderly lenders remain sional 
. and soctal ya ams thet will produce a, mind- 
emized China, and « * “sew Communist men” ” 

Be: ‘This policy és the work of a remarkebly small and stable 

of men, Moo and his Henienana have, over the past three decades, 
avoided major internal schizms and refused to admit younger blood 
ints their ranks. In recent years the leadership has turned inward 
npon itself; it has virtually dispensed with formal party meetings and 
congresses while cloaking its operations in ever greater secrecy. 

c. The patty ean exact obedience and complianoe, but, despite its 
fecuttent campaigas, the people attempt to iniprove their mpterial Jot 
antl to avold politics. ‘these altiudes have widely infected the lower 

roipacrinn asic cearnar ‘Fhe regime is currently engaged 
"in massive eampelgns to “reform” or weedl out. errant ’party cadres 
and to “sduente” the peaple to ; aceept the regime's collectivist pro- 
gras. Tthas an noed det i will lunch another production wp- 























surge, but this ix likely to differ siguioantly from the d-fated Great 
Leap Forward, ‘The outlook is for inc 1 tensions. 


D. sie SH ate se eS oe 
in thelr: Gs. Mao's bure pro will mot split £ ership, 
and. policy is likely to continue along present doctrisatire lines. His 
successivé Will not have Mao's authority, however, rape in time 
apes the door to the growth of fot m inside the party. 


E. Mao's Heatenants will be succeeded in their tam by a genera 
tion of party veterans, now in thelr Bs, Abhoogh these men give 
no evidence of a broader, more moderate viewpoint, ig. rsalagi 
to deal with « host of secumulated pressures and may perfores be 
anor AON TARP atic, At eat a th ae sve yn, he 











p PRR EAC EEA: 4 | Heme within China are unlikely to prevent 
: cen aly Sep or oes tego Caw 
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DISCUSSION 


L THE LEARERSHP 


1, Moo Teetung tas guided thé fortunes of Chinese commentun for mora 
then a gentration, During thir time he haa survived at feast two factional 
challenges ond hax purged ov set aside s oumber of his Heutenants. Nevorthe- 
feos, the fomex clecle ce 10 ov 12 feaers kas been thirly table, were 
is now, though age, nearlag the ond of the road, Myo Tre-tomg himeclf, 
is 73, f2 cleas! dectining in vig and may be serbos! “ah dunt xl Geer 
appear to have medicul , HE only those incklental to advancing age. 
‘The avtrage age of the F bore iy 66 and that of the Centra’ Committon is GL. 
Shwe 68, whee ari gael in the 18G-member Central Committees wore laxt made, 
15 menhers have died, About onethied of the venaduler sean to be either fx 
dissavee or Inective due to agh or heal. “Thea Tomson beers wot Theos. replaced, 


&. ‘The narrovl bg aypier tienda ceomepdanl 
t conde pasty at wb eat 








SE cs ore 


apparently has a growin Font re of be @adion a ac Be 
zee 8 oi ls Tinses tie prawtslong of tae ete coe 
tathon, a party conpresa, which would ectebdish a cew conteal commmities, Inet 
been overdue sine 161, | Thes a widening disparity botwoen the foemulities of 
purty organization and the sealittes of power has dovelaped, while the rate and 
Tides of haga diveothy in chaege af tha pty apparaion hed grown. 


3. The exigencies of the Sinofoviet dispute probably explata some of thie. 


pear org ep ephedra syhitting 
with Mosncw, while the position of thoes : ng eg 


toward Moscow fis probably bees enbancod, By a hewnty Senin oa 
replacing the dissenters, May hax preserved a monolitde Jront and dented the 
Soviet a polemical opening, =. 





4. Mio ia beocful and sespichus that futare Iesders, unteropered by war and 


revoledionary strife, will falter in the stragple, There ane indications that fee ts 
increasingly sensitive to critictem, and. more and more concemed for personal 


_ ligalty to hiegeli, Even sduier party leaders, who ones spoke with same 


cigly we a ld pa capt verte from Mao's stabanents 

line. ‘The “cult of Mao” aleo serves to sanctify hie. wnd hie writ. 

figy face fishies i to discourage Rete deviation from his palizios. Hoy 
xs Gad evaded eek oesce ae kan aia a 


. as cverwonalrag wx Shelly's dn his fast years, At any rate, in Man's ellis te get 


dhs “rewahition” axtea envisions Jt tuck on the track, he seers to he increasingly 
infesiite and arbitenry ond slaw tendantcy to look back upon hi years ax a 


guerrilla Inder foe methods of coping with modemn-day prokdems, 


- 











3, Sinew the purge of Defers Minister Beng Veh-hual end bis spepathiers to 
Pe i ne 
although there lev born somo interesting signa of phim ele 
‘We one till orig ini Aiea perp any cliq ee ine wis 

eheles, Yet common seose ard # iy persuade 
vw that personel i gpm rivalries exist, gees Prd sad vespelntions 
based on regional origin, ent pee oa exporence, and warime service, at well os 
differences ever polloy, all tend to divide such a collection of sgen into groupings, 


; hace Hh ee et oe renee cee See ee 
‘have tended to cancenizate on ome ot two major areas of nctivitpparty, of 
contral government, or millhuy alfairy—and may tend. ta represent the special 
interests of those areas, ‘There haa been nocatonal reports uf rivalry betveren 
pik ie ‘organizations ond yaveranent ministtios in Peiping, with Lin Shawehl, 
aed Chow “Ennded gesorally regarded ox the pate 
ode raage yg Rico Over der gears, Lin, party scoretanypencra 
Teng Heiseping, and Ealthura member Peng Chea have heen dvocaten a 








militant donustic ling and have vigenmely poshed Poiping’s qpaevel with Mommy, . 
wile Chon an Foreign Minster Che Hi som to Be amewkat mare mgs 


ad pragmatic, 
t. Moo Tas-tong has boon preparing for om onde isanater of power to the 
Etat willy tae Md Ile thane in seems t 
eect us mmilltwatly doctrinaice ee 


paseo ip ny b shout 88, sone de soeeia on fox the top 

Pratl tengne Ci ol es ey eae ere es 
Bh 

tion. bo toke over, The topiary iene, in Pa, ein Cn ea a 

thes en: unlikely candidate despite i relative youth (37). 


ee ee ce te ae ee 
oy power among the survivors. wh ee io su 
ne ge treo tt nae Soran tare he be ine 
siediiote drastic chanyes In poll hence Cty Nes we Canes He ae 
Bguce ox Maw will consequences, His auc 
oe arriba Serer ol auch plier aoaias cid wil evoaiig brane eovtre 
. wilh greater factlonal pressures. At lewst uetil he has conselidated his position, 
__ thes auncensor i likely to hove mone dificalty in promulgating and catryiag out 
atromist programs Lie will se more voloevable than Moo to erlticinn for any 
poly floras. «Thr pooblom of bringing new Hood inte the aging Hororehy 
nb probably devolve upon the successor, This is almost certain ty enuse 





pressive from balow for gpeiter representation ane ancomunodation 


ot cpuctl mea eer 


—& There are eanugh party mombers in thelr Sty whose Her go hack lo the 
Long March days (7834-1930) to permit « continuation of the “old guard™ tradi 
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ts che in Wi iat com Ger the aint Sow years, thee men 
jrobably will assume positions uf sufficient power ta eqmure thelr succession 
a at lg cling from goventinent technicians aed bureantyts or younger 


can fe ‘This tsterin generation of leaders way be even meee doctd - 


incumbents und are likely to be eerower in pevpecting; they will 
probably strive hard to nontnue Maoist palicles, Whethor they will fave the 


sditles and sa Saree Heremy Mo Deeeenere eh & [mgs b aagtler— 
wien side 


I, POLITICAL PROBLEMS 
TO. Up untit 1568, ela, Kad the eutljuestaatte a tif importank weg 
macots of the population and nt toast the geoeral approval af the great majosity 
af Cldacse penple Siace tha fathurs of the Cent Len Borwatd in 1988 and te 
ensuing eecnonite disasters, there fax hemn a witeeing gap between the xevolu- 
‘tonany gpals of the leaeship. and Him tndlividins], materialistic Howly of the 
Ie. “The regio cay cotenand compliance and obedience, bot fr hus been 
= lo papain om lier pihomaigier ab menled aria appatliys, 
betentt recovery end a genetal feeling that the 
sy an ng hfe yon ha tb 


LEA Chin's cnarmous econo rable would severely teat a Chinese gavera- 
ee paalol ite see 








wo, the reine can only hold oct tthe people the prospect af susterty and : 


social change ever the canting decade, Moreover, 49 justify the cou 
thonduthory of the Paty, dh pine mut rata andor 
now policies along docizinudre, and probably contradietery, tines, 


12. Mush af the economde inprovement of the lst to or thice year ix rural 
funy is doe to decentralization into smaller collective imits and-to production 
— Learn anal Heap handicrelis cared on by inlividale fax their 
aes ean wena oa ee 
dismayed by th ii recurgtiney of “ypan gr eel pie 
he pte a te yy lay. ‘Thise “capital 
vi ie peo ag nies cnr Ty Ha 
he process of siphon rasaroes for stibe fnvestryant, ihapale 
roglnne’s wbility to return to massive collectivist peidsiction. pangruns, The ye 
+ fa obviously anatous to tighten the commune adminieirntion sand restore 
foto nthe eee, fern of tig edn I a 2 


moved dowly and cautioutly, 


tgk 
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19 Following the das dace in fade actly Legos Jn 300, 
several million when woekers Tawa bein. moved back to the 
aleets pr sapurcirne yam laptop nal pulp rayon. ay 
depressed, though umdudbtedly better than « yeer or ad age, ‘There ane inden 
thone that woekezs invve reapondied poorly to. varias caropsigns fo Seve Pee 
Vikiioes to Consnumit Chine have been suprised by the slow pace of work 
and the seeming fndiference of workers Ir the factories they hove visited, asg- 
geating a degre of dixoeiation fram the segime and its goals, 


’ 4, One of Peiptig’s iain politcal problema stenw Gomi the disalfeetion of 
tid fest ety aoe Spec al wa ‘Vhs development stems - 


trom the onerons and contradictory demaeuls placed on them, the requirement 
te enforce tn anpoptdir B is gnd On een one ae 
ity, and the heaud of serving as scapegodte for the xegine's mlstekis, Ax a 
feat of thelr unhapgy plight, same cadres have heen guilty of feasctal conup- 
Hon. Bax ew cine be Cel thanecivea wits dhe peuple oy a mite 
be eantral have developed a ton to rexpnaibili it resorting’ 
to highly bureaucratic metinds, id - 

1%, One of the vist arlking developments of the fa Communit 
a cre ce renee CThbers chalice Moa is 
igo he ea nbelboe have never aligaed them 







pean 
; Thy te mee at ahndarde ta doraign = 
favie Kimwhchev's oo Of “peanefsl snexlatonce ay 
Se reroeeee eet 


ix Hoghtfal that these views finwe any significant sop 
the 1 echelons: of tha party. Raikes, what te regime ae dt gard panty arn 
ring views wil beeose Zlientnl afer Blas and the 

se. 





_ Mk Tho distllostorunent of youth is pre than that of uther sege 
: ments of thet population, Onde the emberant 2 3 veuloce sengnard in falaiage 


a “new China,“ their initial expectations were igh. Now, Grating thelr oduca- 


; Honal and  apportunities severely constricted, they scum to display 





eomlley @ nontevelutionmy Gunghts, A full-blown campaign in 1563 
tude eo Cet nh wth eon muta rb 


=n oan be unorifiew falled, Rather than 
See ed cogs ora Oe gs cad Qadir» ont 


eynichan that shocked aad dismayed theregini, 


V7. There hos been 90 oubward evbiescs of major tension between the party 
and the military sine 1050, when Defensa: Miniter Peng Teh-hual wos removed 
front office because he opposed the Creat Leap Forward and conmuné pragranis, 


ie co Alenka gers indoctrination. anc 


nocniitary produ 
ents, and eppoved the policies which helped bring about de with 
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drawal of Sovict wilitory and tecuieal wabtunes, Glace then, the seule has 
hove included Incteucd mntions, profercatial teatmvent fer the fimilies af sirview 
mitt, wid i stutaied enrepatin af polities! indoctrination sotthinnd with a 
tightening uf party control, Fleully, tht high level of investenent in mallttany 

poilably gone a lung way howard satisfying the deaande af the 


ai sane vodtitery, Meverthelows, the sedden abolition of anfltury casks in’ 


May 1685 aupgeste that the party by aol fully antifled with the “revohitonary 
pority” of the ard forces oy be itmay fear a resirgence af irofustenotisne 
i. THE REGIMES. PROGRAMS 

38. fn tho Esll of 1968, the regine decided to halt tts relent from the original 
collecttvist gowbs of the Great Leap Forward ond comenuns pr atid, to 


. ta 
Tawich w “wooielist education” campaign, ‘This campaign, with the objective, tv 
the words of Mico, of “educating mun anew and a cen peo tndionadey 


ratike,” implicitly recognized the polities! disrepair of the regime and the party. 
pintabe| 


“The extent of the polities! scoonatruction required be budiratedt by dher fact that 
ik ie covinnged ag tasting Rive te seven year, Tt is wow apparent that én, mid- 
2064 the roghae veckled to chewate both ite di i 

to a now pled of Intensitythat af “sharp and comp elese stvaggle oni 


international and. domestic fronts” ‘Thea rewival of the clay struggle theme, 
Chong Target muateheed, prevtles = seepegoet ("ey mmcmiey’) for yoovkain 


in dant, , ond erester a prenbey 


iBtant, sige intomnal political ete & 
contrast o the parity of Muo's enone i thee Enckoaltdinng “rervislern 


tam" of asbovlse 
19, Alibiugh encompassing alt clowex and groupe, the rewline's campaign 


Initially hos bees focused on eral areos, expecially an the Towordevel oxdias, 


‘The regine’s technique ly to wand fate a loculity a growp oF cutellers, inched 
a core of disiptined! and hardencd exces to Inesigete wvedseds and brine 
saring cadres belore “struggle” tiveetings whore they anest confess their crimen 
and engngy in self-cciticlem, Bor thst (and they are iv the great majority) who 
have committed minor crimes and whe willingly confess, tha punislimest umually 
sonsiis merely of restoring misappropriated funds o paying fines, although it 
tele eer ogee 

nisin fs bo be Tibeled a “ches enemy” and te be sent te o Jaber coun er, 
that the campaign is impairing, zether thas strengthening, the fervor of the 
favo sisted. that thay wart ho resinis andl some hve even committed subclido, 
Sinot late spring, presures ow they rural areas seent ty have nbated; thts ray be 
largely fu dlefieenes to peoduction mquinements, but soay af reflect some: 
recognition of theag countersproductivg aspects, Pea : 

2, The rugion: bay made & clear thet R meus ta tetoendty ced contogls and 
to got the cevilation in the counteyside back dm the track, Fedping has revived 
the peamwat associations which were used during the land-referm era (1860-1053) 





‘or more serdoue ecines ox Feffure ta confess, tha - 
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to hully ond sing wa lentiords ss cc wits, In the: past your, Poor and 
Caner Middia Peasants Aasoctations nnd Congress ave hoon faced ta “aupes- 


vied" caabeee and te mop os the suspect ua cise Ica ie move ‘ 


eanrgelia anal pwod “upper midale™ if, These oxpanizetions may 
bed oes fr an te fe 5 pp agro air ole 
sccumulition of knvestnint fonds, overcoming the chjections of the better-olf 
end at thea calves whe irvar ma ices for cote wewhon, 

L Tn another ongantestional mesure abmed at extinding comiral, the 
region is establishing golithes! olffces, morteled on wth polled smear sien 
af he Progids Tiberi amy, i al esol, Boas tle OOTeTETLE 
vileaiboes oxpandia Err hme lpg 
cae» dmtgtlned Ibo“ In preparation for « porwr apainge iit production, 


i. ‘Pha ne te ee Oa ET ee ae cath and Intel 
i et , the concept oF aloe en. Tahoe” Honilred of 
dousanda of students (OO0OO0 ty 1004 alone) iave Liven sent to Frontier regions 
aad, the comtryshde foe an fndelindte sta, pee oat te 
at feast jn, part on goood of a death of eenploymeat opponts ities, ‘Tha 
xegiaa’s political motlves, however, moro ase 
inbesraptiog ad cle (ee hs br aie plaalae 
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up to 16 sionthe to ps cammpalg 
ee nanebaatant sit 

alle a to “remolding” the . f 

the gases, ‘Thun the wegine le 6 the: oxell 

ey ipso odes wi hornet technical dbeyedoimient 
aad ak fhe sony prdadnc wn Satelligentela a ale ta 
Me though not seeking sng to pore an into ist de 

The gn, thong is osing the “Wetman war bo stir ng 


nstlonabistie eae othe he cent te bull 
saben aloes eee Crorulls ct 


anal Sa encelid to pot polltieal indoctrisation yt ae. 

thy walllida tos ibe 2 x, one ok dtu mals Fesetions ts to give the 
: unter device fer Indoctsination ge ine “ is arith 

Soviet eamnpelee Bho aiteratle aa, fegioat be attached 

to 3 veg “peslabonndatl the acided aiigma of identification with 





the: despied Sovlat beckaliders, 


BA. ‘The vegime heey called for 2 nw “production oprurge,” and many extent 
cegget that elping tney once again employ the bey theasea 


Chinese. programs 
of toa Leo Veena Sere Oe ec vemeuin tect 
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Grat Leup Forward, is pom toward greater caution wid realm, ag 
example, the rege hor emphasized quailty and effideney aver quantity in 
production policies and has ghven high priority to Linh control and Ewin deved 
oprtent, wll of whith Tun counter to Mandst-Loniolst tewebs and the underlying 
piilosophy of the Great Leap, If amd when the goals for the coming Thiel 
Five-Year Blan (1966-2010) are ceveatod, we val have a sounder basis for fudg- 
ee i acai Ubely, Ae te ponds tills Aguas 
cullective effort by people's response Will aloo 
rates hire ice: ied ses We jalge the 
situation to bo spent ee fe tc am ev 


~ a. PROSPECTS. 


on th atl re eins mo ea 
hil t ic a at producing « new 

of imam that will sug the world. ux do. We believe auch a program ts ums 
likely to restore: the former unity: d rewltionary dan. ‘The renction to the 
Get Lap Fervor dt il ogy lets of sy, andthe 
appears to he a general, unexpressed it tia a; peensines will not 
ia cole to lmalactls Wek wel Wear fa Gat Gee tenets one ce 
evaded. ox withstood, However, if methods af exhortation end persuasion fall 


on earige Se re crn an Given Hs revelitiemey wel or rely: 


prt ar, wo sem ob ‘dogmatic aud inflexible, will not 


gies way, Thee the ouflotk for the next several yeurs is for economts and 


sical programs forteriog increased tension 


98, Although the regime hes mishandled os of its programa, it has heen 
wemirkably effective in anforsng tts basic cont over the: counry. We sce 
Tittle chance thet this control will significantly weakon aver the next two. or 
three pears, The Chines: people woukl almost certuinly sally te the regime 
and fight ia the aveot of war, Pelping fs aware of this reservoir of 


an is Inesensngly wing the xis in Vietnam to jt its progres and the 


tightening of political and social 

_ AT A leadership 2 dispaned to extremist enterpeisen as the Mao o is 

fatal ts ond we do notre aut th poly of rerio 

atrife ‘within the wppor ink However, we have no good evidenoe of ps 
differences or personal rivalries sufliciant ty ertck the discipline ander which 
the tog leaden haver so long operated, ‘Thos we believe that, even if Mao were 
to depart from the scene, the unity of the top leadecs will cemain basteally Bewi 
for the rusxt tea oe thaee years, fapretneediper pauisedortroma tony 
wriltiicn will forse Palping to alter ite agen 
Hather, the proepect i for am accumulation of difcie red precuses that 
will fave to te acoommodated hy some future leadership, Sach a leadership, 
om present evidence, ix probably some years away. : 
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